
 

 

Serving this Sunday 
Chalice:  
Reader:  Vance Davidson 
Music: Nan Watkins 
Coffee: ALL 
Readings: Exodus 17:1-7; Pslam 
65: 4-14; Though the great Waters 
sleep, by Emily Dickinson; 

Serving during September 
Bread: John Slater 
Flowers: Donna Ross 
Linen: Gael Graham 
Eucharist: Laurie Hulbert &  
Muff Lyons 
Offering: Betsy Swift 
Greeters: Hank Sharp &  
Jake Jacobson 

 
 

Calendar 
Sun Sep 16 Creation Cycle 2, First Parish Summit  
  after church 
Tue Sep 18 Accessible Mindfulness 10 am 
Sat Sep 22 WCU football affects parking 
Sun Sep 23 Creation Cycle 3, Children’s Sermon,  
  The Rev. George Choyce, supply priest 
Mon Sep 24 Taizé service 5:30 pm 
Sun Sep 30 Creation Cycle 4 
Tue Oct 2 Accessible Mindfulness 10 am  
Sun Oct 7 Creation Cycle 5, First Sunday Collection.  
Second Parrish Summit after Church 
  Blessing of the Animals 
Sat Oct 13 WCU football affects parking 
Sun Oct 14 Creation Cycle 6 
Sun Oct 21 Creation Cycle 7  
Third Parish Summit after church 
Sun Oct 28 Creation Cycle 8                      
Thu Nov 1 Hands On Jackson event                                                                 Sermon Link 
Fri Nov 2 Wine Tasting 6:30 pm 
Fri-Sat Nov 9-10 Diocesan Convention Kanuga 
 
Childcare is available during the church service.

 
 

The Gospel 
John 4:5-15 

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s 
well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the 
city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[a] 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from 
it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 
up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water. 
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Stewardship of creation, ourselves, and our community 
By The Rev Valori Mulvey Sherer 

 
The Stewardship of the Entirety of Our Lives ©  (SEOL) is a framework for building resilience and 
functional evangelism in churches in the current landscape of shrinking church attendance and downward 
trending church finances. The vestry was introduced to this framework at its retreat funded in part by the 
Roanridge Trust grant from The Episcopal Church through the Diocese of Western North Carolina. 
  
The SEOL curriculum establishes ways to focus on the health and well-being of congregations and their 
local communities in the following areas: spiritual, physical and mental, financial affairs, relationships and 
communities, creation and the environment. Each of these ‘modules’ is connected to the liturgical calendar 
and provides means by which churches can reach out to the community in which it lives, caring for them 
by offering community-wide workshops and events. Experts in each area are brought in to share important 
information and/or experiential programs to promote the health and well-being of the community. 
  
The functional evangelism works this way: it’s often easier to invite a friend to a workshop on stress 
management or socially responsible investments, or to a sing-a-long or drumming event,  or to a blessing 
of the animals, than it is to invite them to worship on Sundays. Over time, St. David’s becomes known as 
‘that church that cares for its community’ through these ongoing community events. We then become 
attractive to people looking for a faith community that meaningfully addresses issues and concerns that are 
important to them. 



 

 

  
In other churches in our diocese where SEOL has been utilized, attendance at worship has increased as a 
result. While that isn’t the purpose, it is an exciting outcome. The purpose is to live according to Jesus’ 
model of servant leadership (Mt 20:28). We are called to use the gifts God has given us and we are 
promised that the more we give them away, the more we will have to give. This is the divine abundance 
Jesus speaks of in the parable of the talents: “For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance.” (Mt. 25:29). The SEOL framework provides a simple, effective means by which to do 
that. 
  
We are currently celebrating the Season of Creation, one of the SEOL modules. To that end, we have 
several events planned. While some are still firming up details, below are what we have on the calendar so 
far. Please feel free to invite your friends to join us as we work to serve and care for the health and well-
being of our community and the uniquely beautiful and important environment we’ve been given by God. 
  
CREATION WALK, an Intergenerational event 
Sunday, September 30 (Children’s sermon Sunday) 
Time: after church 
  
Participating in the world-wide creation focus on sustainability, George and Joan will lead us in a walk 
around our St. David's property identifying native and invasive plant species and we'll begin to formulate a 
plan to encourage the continued good health of our land. Age appropriate information from the NC Native 
Plant Society and other sources will be handed out and discussed. 
  
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Wednesday, October 3 
Location: tbd – we’re working with a student-member on doing this on the WCU campus 
Times:tbd 
  
Note: this event is still in the planning stages Your input, therefore, is invited!. 
Honoring the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, everyone is invited to bring their pets, pet rocks, or favorite 
stuffed friends. Pets are asked to arrive on their leashes or in crates for their comfort and safety. We can 
add a children-youth formation event to this by baking healthy treats for dogs, cats, and birds. The pets 
will enjoy these after the service while their people share light snacks and conversation. We are working 
now to invite local (no-kill) pet agencies to join us and bring informational brochures, etc. to hand out to 
all gathered. We might even take up a collection during the service to distribute among the participating 
agencies. A student-member is looking at doing a service at WCU (maybe at 11 a.m.). Another service for 
WCU students and their families could be held at 5:30 p.m. Your feedback is needed! 
  
PLANTING FOR LIFE 
Sunday, October 28: (Children’s sermon Sunday) 
Time: after church 
As part of our stewardship of creation, this intergenerational event will include: the children planting a 
tree honoring the children of St. David's. We will also plant milkweed bushes upon which Monarch 
butterflies feed and breed, joining with a state-wide conservation and protection effort for the Monarchs. 
Finally, we will fulfill a long-time desire to plant daffodils, honoring St. David of Wales, to glorify our 
property next spring. Event leaders: George, Joan, Judy R., Muff. 
  

SEOL continues to support our efforts in November and beyond, but we’ll save that for another Coracle 
article. ;) 

 



 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE
 

Fruit of the Vine: A Wine Education and Tasting Event 
Friday November 2nd, 2018 

 

 

 

Parish News & Notes 
Birthdays 

Sep 16 Jim Bowles 
Sep 17 Emmett Kirwan 
Sep 25 Betty Lynn Kirwan 
Sep 28 Donna Harris 
Sep 30 Gracia Slater 

Anniversaries 
Sep 24 Donna Harris Nicole McRight 

 
Continued prayers for a speedy recovery 

for Pat Steinbrueck after knee replacement 
surgery. 

 
Continued prayers for Newt Smith and his 

family after undergoing Aortic Valve 
Replacement surgery. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

PIES FOR THE PEOPLE/RICE AND BEANS 
 

Thank you to Kendra Graham and 
Maci Long for the great work on the 
Pies For The People Fundraiser that 
raised $106. Great job by St. David’s 
with 65 pounds of Rice & Beans this 
week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Jim & Maggie’s Excellent     
adventure to Italy 

 
Jim and Maggie Bowles are having a 
great trip to Italy including a visit to 
Meleah and Austin Rios.                  
We wish them a fun rest of the trip 
and safe travels! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Virtual Closet 

If you need medical-related equipment or have 
something you can offer, contact Claire Marsh: 
clairemrsh@gmail.com  She keeps a list of who 
has what to facilitate sharing. 

Box Tops for Education 
There is a basket under the white board in the 

Parish Hall where you can place any of these box 
tops you may have. This is an ongoing project for 
our children. 

 
Meditation Opportunities at St. David’s 

Accessible Mindfulness: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 10-11:15 am. This is especially geared for those new to 
mindfulness meditation. 

Monthly Mindfulness: First Saturday of each month from 10 am until noon in the Parish Hall. 
Other Meditation Opportunities 

Vestry Stewardship Covenant 
St.  David’s Episcopal Church 

2018 
We believe that our community is called upon to 
fully trust in God’s promise to provide.  
Sometimes,  however,  we are fearful  that it  
won’t  happen due to our lack of trust,  our fear, 
and our need to control . 
  
We commit to remember who we are in God and 
for the world , near and far: beloved servants. 
We commit to make financial decisions 
remembering that God provides for us,  
sometimes in surprising ways, by keeping the 
Gospel  promise of abundance as our guide and 
touchstone,  and by constantly  evaluating this 
new way of thinking.  
  
We invite everyone to join the vestry in 
reflecting on the grace and good luck that 
pervade our l ives which leads us to a natural 
and comfortable means of  sharing the 
abundance with which we have been blessed.  



 

 

WCU Mindfulness and Meditation: Thursdays at 4 pm 224 Bird Building. For details, call 227-7469 
and ask for Michelle. To view a flyer, please click here.  

Mindfulness Meditation: 9:15 am on Thursdays at Sylva Yoga above Lulu's on Main Street in 
downtown Sylva. Meditation gives students the opportunity to focus on the deep interconnection between 
mind and body, which can be experienced directly by practice in mindfulness.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Regular 
Activities 

Mondays 10:30 am  Cullowhee Men’s Group 
4th Mondays 5:30 pm Taizé Service 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays Accessible Mindfulness 
1st Saturdays 10 am  Monthly Mindfulness 
Last Sundays 5-7 pm Sept-Apr Soup/Bread Community Supper 

St. David’s Links and Contact Information: 

Website: http://www.st-davids.org/ 

Lectionary Page 2018 

Newsletter editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com 

Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427  

interimvmsherer@gmail.com  
 

Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 
Altar Guild Schedule 2018 

Greeter Schedule 2018 

Diocesan Links: 
Diocese of Western North Carolina 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 
Sign up for Diocesan Newsletter 

Camp Henry Facebook page 
www.lakelogan.org 

 St. David’s Vestry Members: 

Betsy Swift, Senior Warden 
Muff Lyons, Junior Warden 

Maggie Bowles—Todd Vinyard 
Sandy Frazier—Judy Robinson 


