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Serving this Sunday
Chalice: Todd Vinyard
Lent 2 Holy Eucharist 11 am
Reader: Wesley Satterwhite
Inquirer’s Class 1 pm
Coffee: Pat & Steve Steinbrueck
Soup & Bread Community Supper 5-7 pm
Music: Nan Watkins
St. David’s Day
Readings: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16,
Monthly Mindfulness 10 am
Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38,
Memorial Service for Hal Farwell 2 pm
Psalm 22:22-30
Farwell Obituary
Serving during February
Lent 3 Holy Eucharist 11 am,
Bread: Wesley Satterwhite
1st Sunday Collection for Good Samaritan,
Flowers: Judy Robinson
Inquirer’s Class 1 pm
Linen: Nan Watkins
Accessible Mindfulness 10 am
Eucharist: Linda Kinnear &
Lent 4 Holy Eucharist 11 am, Inquirer’s Class 1 pm
June Smith
Vestry Meeting 5:30 pm
Greeters: John & Gracia Slater
Liturgical Ministries Training 10 am-2 pm
Serving during March
Lent 5 Holy Eucharist 11 am, Inquirer’s Class 1 pm
Bread:
John Slater
Accessible Mindfulness 10 am
Flowers: Judy Robinson
Palm Sunday 11:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Liturgy of
Linen: Nan Watkins
the Palms and the Passion Gospel
Eucharist: Newt Smith
Soup & Bread Community supper 5-7 pm
Maundy Thursday Agape Supper followed by
Greeters: Paul & Melba Cooper
Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing and stripping of
the altar 5:30 pm
Good Friday Stations of the Cross noon, Service with Solemn Collects 5:30 pm
Holy Saturday Service (no Communion) 10:30 am
Easter Sunday Holy Eucharist with Easter Egg Hunt following the service
Childcare is available during the church service.

The Gospel
Mark 8:31-38
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples,
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

Empowered by Repentance
By The Rev. Dr. Valori Mulvey Sherer
As Episcopalians we live deeply into the mystery of God who is Trinity in Unity. Our faith allows us to
rest in the truth of it, even though we can’t think our way into understanding it.
This is also one of the two dogmas of our denomination, which we discussed at our Inquirers Class last
Sunday: that God is Trinity in Unity. The other dogma is that Jesus, who is the Christ, is the second
person of that Trinity in Unity, is the savior of the world. Everything else, as we often say, is up for
discussion.
We believe that Jesus Christ reconciled us back to God by the forgiveness of our sins. We acknowledge
“one baptism for the forgiveness of sins” each Sunday when we pray the Nicene Creed together (BCP, 358).
After praying a corporate confession, the priest prays a blessing of absolution over us “for the forgiveness
of our sins.” (BCP, 361) We hear, say, and pray about forgiveness of sins so often—but what do we make of
this statement?
So many people hear this as referring to our behavior. We did/do a bad thing, and God forgives it. The
truth is, it’s so much more than that.
Think about the creation story in Genesis. “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good.” (1:31) All that God creates, including us, is good. That’s where we begin. The Garden of Eden
is an illustration of what perfect harmony and communion with God looks like. Enter humans, with our
gifts of intellect, visioning, and community as embodied in Adam (Hebrew for “human”) and Eve (Hebrew
for “first”), and also our weaknesses of hubris, short-sightedness, and self-centeredness.
The story of the fall of Adam and Eve from grace into sin illustrates why our salvation is about
forgiveness of our sins. Sin disrupts the perfect harmony and communion created from the beginning—the
“dream of God” as Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls it. By the way, ++Michael is using a term coined
by Verna Dozier who wrote a book by that title.
In his book, The Shaking of the Foundations, theologian Paul Tillich describes sin as a three-fold
separation: from God, from each other, and from ourselves. This separation, which is caused by the seeking
of our own will instead of the will of God, distorts all of our relationships. It is only by God’s grace and our
willingness to repent that our relationships are restored, and we are returned to righteousness, that is,
right relationship with God, one another, and creation.
When we choose to repent, we may find ourselves “struck by grace,” as Tillich says, the way St. Paul
was on the road to Damascus, knowing deeply the truth that God loves us with an incomprehensible love,
even though we are thoroughly unworthy of that love. Suddenly, “a light breaks into our darkness, and it is
as though a voice were saying: ‘You are accepted…accepted by that which is greater than you…’ After
such an experience we may not be better than before, and we may not believe better than before, but
everything is transformed.” Repentance, therefore, opens the way for all of our relationships to be changed,
reconciled. Repentance empowers us through the grace of God’s acceptance.
Jesus speaks plainly to us about this when he says, “I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all perish” (Lk 13:3), and he goes on to explain what he
means in the parable of the fig tree. In this parable, the lord of the vineyard
sees a fig tree that isn’t producing fruit, judges it as useless, and cuts it down.
In Jesus’ re-telling of this popular near-Eastern story, however, the owner of
the garden shows mercy, giving the tree one more chance. In order to live,
the tree and the tree’s community (the gardener) must change how they’re
doing things… which is the point in this parable: repent, change how you and your community are living
together, or you will die… not because God will punish you, but because the way you are living is not lifegiving… it leads to death.
Trusting in the steadfast love of God who is always faithful, we can always choose
to repent, to change the way we’re doing things. We can choose to live.

Inquirer’s Class

The Inquirers Class will run through March 18th. This class meets the required preparation for
Confirmation, Reaffirmation and is just plain fun if you like learning about being an Episcopalian. The
primary text is the book What is Anglicanism? by Urban T. Holmes. Robin William’s list of reasons to be an
Episcopalian (below) came up in the discussion.
Top 10 Reasons to be an Episcopalian by Robin Williams
An Episcopalian, Robin Williams once listed his “Top 10 Reasons to be an Episcopalian”:
10. No snake-handling.
9. You can believe in dinosaurs.
8. Male and female God created them; male and female we ordain them.
7. You don’t have to check your brains at the door.
6. Pew aerobics.
5. Church year is color-coded.
4. Free wine on Sunday.
3. All of the pageantry – none of the guilt.
2. You don’t have to know how to swim to get baptized.
1. No matter what you believe, there’s bound to be at least one other Episcopalian who agrees with you.

Soup & Bread Community Supper
Sunday, February 25 th
5-7 pm
As always, ALL in the community are welcome! Invite friends! Donations will
be accepted for The Community Table
If you are planning to bring soup and/or bread, please contact Wesley
Satterwhite at wesleysatterwhite@hotmail.com or (828) 200-4363. You do not
have to bring soup to:
Come! Eat! Enjoy!

Project Panama
There is a suitcase in the Parish Hall for donations of school supplies (paper, pens, markers, etc.) and
over-the-counter medical supplies such as Tylenol (acetaminophen), Tums,
ibuprofen, children’s chewable vitamins, adult multivitamins and band-aids. A
small group of Rotarians and folks from St. David’s (Sandy Frazier, Harry
Brown, and Betsy Swift) will be leaving on March 9th to complete work on a
classroom for a remote village and deliver simple medical care.

Liturgical Ministries Training Is Saturday, March 17th, 10am–
2pm
The Liturgical Ministries training will be held March 17th - St. Patrick's Day!
We'll have to celebrate that too... green everything! I'm sharing the manual I
developed to train for these ministries so that each person can read the descriptions of
the ministries then pray and listen for the way(s) God might be nudging you to serve.
On March 17th there will be opportunity to "try on" each ministry and see how it
might "fit." Completing the training will enable you to serve immediately, but the
choice remains yours on when and if you choose to serve. This day is meant as
invitation and preparation. I look forward to seeing you there!
Liturgical Ministries Manual with Illustration
Parish Tour: Contact Valori+ to schedule your visit.
Call or text: 704.466.7727 or email: interimvmsherer@gmail.com

Lent and Holy Week Schedule
Here is a link to the schedule if you would like to print it out: Ash Wednesday-Lent-Holy Week schedule

Parish News & Notes
Art Campana’s daughter, Tracy Campana Evans, 55, a longtime resident of Durham
County, passed away Monday, February 19th, 2018 at her home in Durham while
surrounded by family after battling cancer bravely for the last 5 years. Art’s address is:
Art Campana
5266 Pebble Beach
Sarasota, Florida 34234

Feb 19
Feb 20

Birthdays
Rosa Reily
Barrett Yanik

Austin Gives a Thumbs-Up
Austin Coburn is home again following an
elective hospitalization. Sometimes it is
necessary to observe seizures in a safe
environment in order to figure out how to best
treat them.

An Appeal from the Editor
Please submit any information you have for the Coracle ASAP to go into next week’s issue. The
following week (March 5-11) I will be away and not able to do a regular issue because I will not have
access to the internet.

The Issues of Aging
Lydia Aydlett shares the following as the first of several aging issues to be highlighted in coming
weeks. The letter below serves as explanation and this link will take you to a flyer for the event.

February 2nd thru April 13th, 2018
FREE 2017 Tax Services (Federal & State)
JACKSON COUNTY SENIOR CENTER
100 County Services Park | Sylva, NC
Off Highway 116 (Webster Rd); first street after passing
Department of Social Service Building
Monday & Friday
10 am– 3 pm
Walk-Ins (First come, first served)
For more information call: (828) 586.4944
View the complete flyer: Tax Help
Meditation Opportunities at St. David’s
Accessible Mindfulness: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 10-11:15 am. This is especially geared for those new to
mindfulness meditation.
Monthly Mindfulness: First Saturday of each month from 10 am until noon in the Parish Hall.
Other Meditation Opportunities
WCU Mindfulness and Meditation: Thursdays at 4 pm 224 Bird Building. For details, call 227-7469
and ask for Michelle. To view a flyer, please click here.
Mindfulness Meditation: 9:15 am on Thursdays at Sylva Yoga above Lulu's on Main Street in
downtown Sylva. Meditation gives students the opportunity to focus on the deep interconnection between
mind and body, which can be experienced directly by practice in mindfulness.
Virtual Closet
If you need medical-related equipment or have
something you can offer, contact Claire Marsh:
clairemrsh@gmail.com She keeps a list of who
has what to facilitate sharing.

Box Tops for Education
There is a basket under the white board in the
Parish Hall where you can place any of these box
tops you may have. This is an ongoing project for
our children.

St. David’s Links and Contact Information:
Website: http://www.st-davids.org/ Lectionary Page 2018

Newsletter editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com
Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427
interimvmsherer@gmail.com
Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723
Altar Guild Schedule 2018
Greeter Schedule 2018

Regular
Activities

Mondays 9-10:30 am
Mondays 10:30 am
Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:30 am
1st & 3rd Tuesdays
1st Saturdays 10 am
Last Sundays 5-7 pm Sept-May

Diocesan Links:
Diocese of Western North Carolina
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin,
Bishop
Sign up for Diocesan Newsletter
Camp Henry Facebook page
www.lakelogan.org

Centering Yoga
Cullowhee Men’s Group
Sunrise Strength Flow Yoga
Accessible Mindfulness
Monthly Mindfulness
Soup/Bread Community Supper

