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A Message from Mother Gaelyn 

September 6th, 2020 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Pope Francis in his 2015 Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ wrote, “The Creator does not abandon us; he 

never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work 
together in building our common home.” In the early paragraphs of the document, Francis outlines the 
theology supporting God’s unending love of all God has created, an important theological underpinning to 
the rest of the work in which the sins of humanity–our sins–are defined and the consequences to all life on 
earth are made clear. Life, as Pope Francis reminds us, is interconnected; the very nature of our existence is 
to depend on each other and on the plants, animals, land, and waters of earth and for them to depend on us. 
We have too long viewed our unique place as humans as a superior place which allows us to disregard 
other life, an action which by its very nature is sinful.  

 
But Francis did not write merely to condemn humanity. He wrote because, though the time is short, we 

can repair the breach we have made. That repair requires work and sacrifice; things that are often little 
inconveniences and some which are major life changes. As Francis reminds us when he writes, “Some 
countries are gradually making significant progress, developing more effective controls and working to 
combat corruption. People may well have a growing ecological sensitivity but it has not succeeded in 
changing their harmful habits of consumption which, rather than decreasing, appear to be growing all the 
more.” The major issue is that (primarily western) individuals must face our endless consumption of goods, 
energy, and resources.  

 
This Creation Season I hope we will all take some time to reflect and pray about our consumption of 

goods and resources. Perhaps calculate your ecological footprint at https://www.footprintcalculator.org/ 
and make some decisions about how you as an individual or family can help restore the harmony in 
creation by living lightly on the planet. I hope you will share your ideas and what you have learned with 
the rest of the community, so that together we can all make a difference. 

 
Peace and blessings, 
 

 
 

 

  

https://www.footprintcalculator.org/


 

 

The Little Things Do Start to Add Up 

I sometimes take a bag and go out for a litter pick-up walk. (I 
remember my dad used to do this "little thing." I also confess to 
washing and reusing Ziplock bags. (Name not stated.) 

When I go on hikes, I’ll bring a grocery bag and pack out any 
trash I see on the trail! Lately I’ve needed to start bringing two 

     . Too much trash! (Madison Owen) 
We compost nearly everything that didn't have lips when it was 

alive and recycle virtually all paper and most plastics. (Steve & Pat 
Steinbrueck) 

Use this link magbowles@gmail.com to submit your “little thing” examples, or post them on the St. 
David’s Facebook page, and we will make this be a regular feature in the Coracle. 

 
Service Information for the 14th Sunday of Pentecost 

Join us Sunday at 11 am in real time on Zoom or Facebook LIVE.    
 

Bulletin 
Serving this Sunday 

Lector: Paul Cooper 
Intercessors: Joan Byrd 
Organist: Lillian Pearson 

Email prayer requests to Muff Lyons

No Internet or Smartphone?  
You can still join St. David's Zoom church 

meeting by phone by dialing +1 929 205 6099 and 
entering the meeting ID number 857 5147 5913. 
You can even use *6 to toggle mute/unmute. 

Facebook Link for Past Services 

 
Safer at Home Communion Option 

Would you like to have communion but do not feel comfortable coming to an outdoor service at this 
time? Mtr. Gaelyn would be happy to bring communion to you. We can work together in your situation to 
make things comfortable for you. For example, a safely prepared communion service (meaning sanitized 
hands and vessels) could be placed next to your door. Mtr. Gaelyn would step away (6 feet or more), pray 
with you from a distance, you would receive communion from the prepared service, and return inside while 
Mtr. Gaelyn retrieved the elements and dishes. 

 
Book Study for Creation Cycle 

Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action, and Climate Change by 
Stephen A. Jurovics, PhD. will be our next book study as we 
move into the Creation Cycle. What better time to renew our 
commitment to our faith, take action, and learn about climate 

change and what we can do to improve life for all on the planet? 
The book is available at City Lights and other book sellers. Dates and 

times to be announced soon. For more information check out 
https://hospitableplanet.com/ 
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Wednesday Walks 

Kelsey Davis, the new campus missioner at 
WCU, would love to connect with you! Please 
reach out to her with questions about campus 
ministry, young adults, or just to simply say 
hello. Her email is: kdavis@diocesewnc.org” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign-up for Wednesday Walks: 

https://calendly.com/kelseyldavis/wcuwalks 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Eucharist 

Outdoor Eucharist services are held on the first 
and third Wednesdays at noon. This photo is from 
the September 2nd service which had 18 people in 
attendance. 
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Vecinos Ministry Goes Back to School! 

By Melba Cooper 
Only two weeks after Muff Lyons asked for help to provide school supplies 

to 27 Vecinos children, St. David’s volunteers went to work. We established a 
school supply fund that would permit us to bulk order materials for all the 
children. Material contributions were welcomed as well.  

 
What happened? 
 
St. David’s members generously donated to a school supply fund enabling 

Muff and Melba to order bulk supplies that were requested for online learning. 
Contactless shopping!   

 
Melba’s sister, Becky, donated knit fabric from an upcycle Smart Art store 

in Nashville. She also provided patterns for tote bags.   
 
Volunteers gathered at Melba’s spacious studio on 

August 27th. They divided up the tasks. Thanks to Judy 
Robinson and Muff, cutters; Judy 
Annis, sewer; June Smith, Margot 
Wilcox and Marilyn Jody, 
assemblers, 27 tote bags were 
generated! Muff will deliver the 
supply totes to the families this 
week.   

 

Each tote contains: folder with notebook paper, 
drawing paper and construction paper, pencil bag 
containing markers, pencils and pencil sharpener and 
age appropriate scissors 

 
And now Muff has a school supply box for replenishment of expendable materials! 
 

Due to your generosity we were 
able to cover all expenses and have an 
ongoing fund established. We invite 
you to continue to add to the fund. 
Make your check out to St. David’s 
Episcopal Church (school supplies). 
Mail to POB 152, 385 Forest Hills Rd, 
Cullowhee, NC 28723, Attn: Steve 

 
Once again, we have responded to 

essential needs with great heart and 
teamwork! Church beyond walls!   

 
Accomplished!    



 

 

Parish News & Notes
Birthdays 

Sep 6 Margo White 
Sep 7 Harry Brown, Robert Reily 
Sep 10 Muff Lyons 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. David’s Links and Contact Information: 

Website: stdavidscullowhee.org 
St. D's Public Facebook Page 
St. D's Private Group Forum 

Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427 
stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com 

Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 
Newsletter 

Editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com 

Correspondent: Judy Robinson judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com  
Proofreaders: Margot Wilcox, Nan Watkins 

Diocese of W. North Carolina 
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

Lake Logan Conference Center 
Camp Henry Facebook Page 
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