


August 30, 2020 



A Message from Mother Gaelyn 

August 30th, 2020 
 
Dear friends, 

 
“Be present, be present, O Jesus our great High Priest, as you were present with your disciples, and be known to us 

in the breaking of bread. Amen.”   
 
Last Wednesday, sixteen of us gathered in the parking lot for Eucharist. It was an experiment; we had 

said. We would do it this week and wait and see about the future. I think many of us knew we were 
hungry. Hungry for the body and blood of Jesus to sustain us in this wilderness we are in. But it wasn’t 
until afterwards that we realized how in need we are. We have been traveling this road without the 
Spiritual food for the journey that we find in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in Communion. 

 
Many years ago, I set out for a hike with a friend. It was my turn to choose the trail, and I had settled 

on a steep hike to a waterfall that was about a four miles round trip. It would be strenuous I had read but 
relatively short. We packed an avocado, some cheese, and a few crackers to share. The first part of the trail 
was beautiful. It was early in the morning and the woods were lush with summer greenery and dew, and 
the hike was easy in the cool morning while headed downhill. We had no way to track our distance other 
than the amount of time we were out and at some point, we became suspicious about the distance as we 
continued to hike with no waterfall and no sound of waterfall. When we finally reached the waterfall, it 
was a little trickle of a fall given the drought of the year. It was hot and well over two miles from where we 
started.  

 
We ate our lunch which was meant to only be a snack and prepared to return knowing the entire hike 

would now be up hill. The beauty and peace we experienced in the newness of the morning as we expected 
a short hike to a beautiful place was gone. We were hungry, tired, and unable to enjoy the world around us 
or each other’s company. We finished our nine-mile (we later found out) hike many hours later than we 
expected. 

 
I have never returned to Douglas Falls and wonder how the experience would be if I had enough bread 

for the journey. How much longer can we be sustained in the wilderness when we have the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist to strengthen us for what lies ahead. We do not know how long our wilderness 
journey will be but thankfully we have found safer ways to gather to be nourished by the Spiritual food of 
the body and blood of Our Savior Jesus Christ.  

 
Peace and blessings, 

 
 

 

  



 

 

Safer at Home Communion Option 

Would you like to have communion but do not feel comfortable coming to an outdoor service at this 
time? Mtr. Gaelyn would be happy to bring communion to you. We can work together in your situation to 
make things comfortable for you. For example, a safely prepared communion service (meaning sanitized 
hands and vessels) could be placed next to your door. Mtr. Gaelyn would step away (6 feet or more), pray 
with you from a distance, you would receive communion from the prepared service, and return inside while 
Mtr. Gaelyn retrieved the elements and dishes. 

 
Service Information for the 13th Sunday of Pentecost 

Join us Sunday at 11 am in real time on Zoom or Facebook LIVE.    
 

Bulletin 
Serving this Sunday 

Lector: Doug Hanks 
Intercessors: June Smith & Betsy Swift 
Organist: Lillian Pearson 

Email prayer requests to Muff Lyons

No Internet or Smartphone?  
You can still join St. David's Zoom church 

meeting by phone by dialing +1 929 205 6099 and 
entering the meeting ID number 857 5147 5913. 
You can even use *6 to toggle mute/unmute. 

Facebook Link for Past Services 

 
Creation Cycle in the Season of Pentecost Starts September 1st! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creation Cycle Day of Prayer 

Tuesday September 1st, 2020 10am–12pm (EDT) 
 
Join us for this online prayer service as we begin the 

Season of Creation, annual Christian celebration of 
prayer and action for our common home. Youth from 
around the globe will lead this service and offer 
reflections. This year’s theme, Jubilee for the Earth, 
invites us to consider the integral relationship between 
rest for the earth and ecological, economic, social, and 
political ways of living. This particular year, the need 
for just and sustainable systems has been revealed by 
the far-reaching effects of the global COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 
Please do check the event website before the event 

just in case any last-minute details have changed. You 
can check here: 

https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-
global-ecumenical-online-prayer-
service?attendee_token=vygrutFzorVidZtThmACcoCe 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85751475913
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/uploads/1/2/0/4/120457644/pent13a.pdf
mailto:mufflyons@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/live/
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-global-ecumenical-online-prayer-service?attendee_token=vygrutFzorVidZtThmACcoCe
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-global-ecumenical-online-prayer-service?attendee_token=vygrutFzorVidZtThmACcoCe
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-global-ecumenical-online-prayer-service?attendee_token=vygrutFzorVidZtThmACcoCe


 

 

Book Study for Creation Cycle 

Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action, and Climate Change by Stephen A. 
Jurovics, PhD. will be our next book study as we move into the Creation Cycle. 
What better time to renew our commitment to our faith, take action, and learn 
about climate change and what we can do to improve life for all on the planet? The 
book is available at City Lights and other book sellers. Dates and times to be 
announced soon. For more information check out https://hospitableplanet.com/ 

 
What “Little Things” Do You Do? 

As St. David's of Wales teaches us, "Do the Little Things...," Mtr Gaelyn is issuing a call to all 
parishioners to share some of their own "little things.” For example, Mtr. Gaelyn makes her own 
handkerchiefs to save paper and she uses a refillable ink pen. Maggie Bowles washes the plastic gloves we 
use these days along with the laundry and reuses them. Little things add up over time and help us focus on 
being good stewards of God's gift of our one shared planet. 

Use this link magbowles@gmail.com to submit your “little thing” examples, and we will make this be a 
regular feature in the Coracle. 

 
Some Photos from the Outdoor Eucharist on Wednesday 

 
Thank you, Doug Hanks, for supplying 
the photographs. 

 
 

 
 
 

https://hospitableplanet.com/
mailto:magbowles@gmail.com


 

 

Welcome! Kelsey Davis, Our New Campus Missioner 

Kelsey is Director of Blue Ridge Service Corps & Campus Missioner at 
UNCA & WCU. She loves accompanying younger adults along their spiritual 
journey & vocational discernment. She is passionate about contemplative 
activism, practical theology, sacramental life, forming community, and service 
in solidarity. A former professional soccer player and coach, she loves to spend 
time outdoors hiking with her wife, Heather, and dog, Nicks. Her former role 
was Curator for Emerging Communities in the Diocese of El Camino Real. 

Kelsey would love to connect with you! Please reach out to her with 
questions about campus ministry, young adults, or just to simply say hello. 
Her email is: kdavis@diocesewnc.org” 

 
Book Club Follow-up 

We just finished a four-week discussion of June Smith's A History of St. David’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal 
Church: Do the Little Things That You Have Seen Me Do and Heard About. If you missed the talks you can 
watch them on St. David's YouTube channel. Click here for the links. 

And pursuant to the book club final session on Celtic spirituality, Margot Wilcox shared some photos of 
her Green Man and Celtic art collection. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Part of my green man 
collection including 
upper left copy of green 
man from a choir stall in 
St. David’s Cathedral 
upper right, the 
Appalachian Green man 

A green man coat hook, 
a thoughtful gift from 
Kelley Dinkelmeyer 

Celtic knot of Friendship or of 
Welcome; it was made in the same 
pottery as the red Celtic cross next 
to St. David’s front door. 

Bill Lyons carved this 
Celtic cross and 
offered it at a St. 
David’s auction; I 
cherish it for memories 
of Bill and of the 
auctions. 

A close-up of the 
green man from 
the choir 
stall.  Green men 
have to put up 
with a lot; this 
poor fellow has 
late summer 
spider webs all 
over his face! 
Ugh!! 

The Altar Guild gave 
me this green man 
planter a few years ago 
when I retired as 
chairman.  Made by 
local potter, former 
student of Joan Byrd, 
Ann Suggs, he sprouted 
Covid hair this year! 

mailto:kdavis@diocesewnc.org
https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/book-club.html


 

 

School Supplies Fundraiser for Vecinos Children 

By Muff Lyons & Melba Cooper 
Muff Lyons and Melba Cooper wish to thank all who responded to last week’s appeal to purchase school 

supplies for Vecinos. Monetary contributions may still be made to establish a reserve for ongoing school 

supply needs.  Please make your donation check out to: St. David’s Episcopal Church (School supplies) and 
mail to POB 152, Cullowhee, NC. 28723.We can help level the playing field for our Vecinos children in our 
church without walls! 

 

Parish News & Notes
Birthdays 

Sep 1 Andy Coburn 
Sep 3 Jesse Addison 
Sep 4 Phil Sanger 

 
Anniversary 

Sep 3 Judy & Jere Annis

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. David’s Links and Contact Information: 

Website: stdavidscullowhee.org 
St. D's Public Facebook Page 
St. D's Private Group Forum 

Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427 
stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com 

Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 
Newsletter 

Editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com 

Correspondent: Judy Robinson judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com  
Proofreaders: Margot Wilcox, Nan Watkins 

Diocese of W. North Carolina 
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

Lake Logan Conference Center 
Camp Henry Facebook Page 

http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/67900876808/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
mailto:stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com
mailto:magbowles@gmail.com
mailto:judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com
http://www.diocesewnc.org/
https://www.lakelogan.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CampHenryWNC/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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