


May 23, 2021 

 

A Message from Mother Gaelyn 
Dear friends, 
 

This past Sunday I preached a sermon about pastoral care at St. David’s. I am including the text of the 
sermon here this week because this topic is of great importance. I referenced that I want to be with you all 
pastorally, and that to do that I need to know what is going on in your lives. I also said I would make sure 
you know how to communicate with me. As we all begin to move out of the pandemic, it is like we are 
meeting each other all over again and learning how to interact with each other. This is true for me, too, as 
your new rector.  

 
You may call or text me at the St. David’s number (828)331-1427 or my number (828)545-9956. If you 

are experiencing an emergency and it is after 9:00, please call my personal number two times in a row to 
break through the do not disturb setting. Unfortunately, spam calls make such a setting necessary. I will 
read and see text messages throughout the day, but texts do not break through the “do not disturb” 
setting. I would only see a text request for prayer and presence in the morning. If you are in an emergency, 
please call. 

 
You can also email me at any time. My email address is rector@stdavidscullowhee.org. I typically work 

Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Those days I check email at least three times a day. On 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, I often check email at least once. Friday is the day I observe as Sabbath and strive 
to not check email. If you need me in a pastoral emergency on a Friday, please call or text. 

 
When I am on retreat or vacation, I will always ask a priest at a neighboring parish to be available for 

pastoral needs. The senior and junior wardens will know who is on call and available. 
 
I hope all this information is helpful and clear. If you have any questions, please ask me. I am so happy 

to be able to once again visit, meet, and get to know each of you. You matter to God and you matter to me. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 

 
 
 

Sermon 5/16/2021 
 

Altar Guild Brunch is May 22nd  
 
This just a reminder that the Altar Guild members will gather for their annual brunch on May 22nd at 

10:30 am.  

 
 

mailto:rector@stdavidscullowhee.org
http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/uploads/1/2/0/4/120457644/easter_7b_2021.pdf
http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/uploads/1/2/0/4/120457644/easter_7b_2021.pdf


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Vestry News 

By Jessica Philyaw 
 
Vestry met on Monday, May 17th, for a regular business meeting. We have a contract with Clear 

Concepts Painting to paint the interior of the church and pressure wash and paint sections of the exterior 
of The Gathering Place, including the columns, fascia boards, and other needed trim areas. We don’t yet 
have a start date, but we are on their work schedule. We also will have a new tankless water heater by next 
week at about half the cost of the original estimate, and we’ll have a regularly scheduled HVAC checkup 
with Geno’s in the coming week, as well. 

   
In other vestry business, we began to assess the responses all of you provided in the recent survey about 

worship and fellowship in what we might call the “late-COVID era.” We ran out of time at this meeting to 
make any decisions, but we will continue our discernment process between now and our June meeting. In 
the meantime, please know that this work is important to us, and your responses are being considered 
prayerfully.  

  
The Nomad, a sculpture purchased by the late Nancy Joyner while on pilgrimage, was formally accepted 

by the vestry as a gift to the parish, in accordance with the St. David’s Gift Acceptance Policy. The piece 
will be placed upstairs as we create a more usable library/reading room area there for parish use. This is an 
ongoing project in its beginning stages. Thus far, the parish administrator workspace has been moved to 
the other office upstairs, adjacent to Mother Gaelyn’s. The larger main room will take shape as a 
sitting/reading room and reception area. This is a project slowly in-the-making. Stay tuned for more 
information as we progress.   

 
As always, if you have any questions about what’s going on in the parish, please feel free to contact any 

member of the vestry.  
Jessica Philyaw, Senior Warden seniorwarden@stdavidscullowhee.org 

 

mailto:seniorwarden@stdavidscullowhee.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Hike 

 
Wolf Lake 
5/16/2021 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Coffee Hour on the Porch 
Coffee Hour resumed on the porch a few weeks ago, and starting this Sunday, May 23rd, the white board 

will be available for signup. 

 
We are keeping it simple. We have had two options: one gluten free and one regular. Cookies can be 

purchased or homemade whatever you prefer and is easiest for you. Purchased lemonade, tea, or juice has 
been the cold drink offering with coffee, as always.  

 
FYI: Mother Gaelyn has a severe nut allergy so no peanuts or tree nuts, please. 

 
After this long year and a half of Covid, we have learned that it is not about what is on the table at 

Coffee Hour but about being able to be face to face without masks and actually see someone smile! 

 
For those of you who remember Susan Rush, our little English lady and Church Mouse extraordinaire, 

you will also remember her quiet announcements at Coffee Hour, “The white board needs attention 
friends”. 

 

 



 

 

Parish News & Notes
Anniversaries 

May 25  Courtney Smith & Mark Tomczak 
May 29  Barbara Hardie & Michael Hudson 
May 27  Mtr. Gaelyn & Sarah Harvey 

Beans & Rice 
Please remember our ongoing collection of 

rice and especially beans for our Vecinos 
families and farm workers. Donations may be 
left in the big containers inside the church doors 
at any time. 

 
As always, news items from the 

parish and especially photographs are 
always welcome. Send submissions to 
Maggie Bowles. 

 
Press Releases from The Episcopal Church 

 
Episcopal Migration Ministries offers virtual Prayer Vigil for World Refugee Day 

 
Offering solidarity and support for refugees worldwide, Episcopal Migration Ministries will host a 

virtual prayer vigil for World Refugee Day on Sunday, June 20th, 7–8 pm ET.  All are welcome to join this 
gathering in recognition of those forced to leave their homes and seek new beginnings elsewhere. 
Read more (in English and Spanish): http://iam.ec/pa2021EMMWRDVirtualPrayerVigil 

 
 

A Year in the Life 
A Year in the Life, filmed throughout the pandemic using COVID-safe protocols, explores how 

Episcopal schools, ministries, and congregations have adapted to the challenges of the year – from food 
insecurity to calls for racial justice to worship through restrictions – and more. In this second episode, we 
visit Christ Episcopal Church in Westerly, R.I. 

 
Throughout the manifold challenges of the pandemic – illness, political and racialized violence, and 

death – the Church also faced a particular issue: how to gather when it was no longer safe to physically do 
so. Fr. Sunil Chandy of Christ Church helped his congregation to dynamically change gears – bringing our 
ancient, venerable, and deeply sensory worship to a still-connected, spiritually hungry, global audience. 

 
Next time on A Year in the Life, join us for another story about how the Church has grown and changed 

from the Covid-19 pandemic; we’ll visit the faithful of St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church in 
Chestnut Hill, Pa. 

 
Visit our blogpost for this episode: Journey through East Carolina, by Emily Gowdy Canady, Missioner 

for Lifelong Christian Formation. 
 
Watch A Year in the Life here. 

mailto:magbowles@gmail.com
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=a0d8194dd1&e=2b64925776
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=d2d351f664&e=2b64925776
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=7abe7308ad&e=2b64925776


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPENING AT ST. DAVID’S 
Below is the normal schedule for a week, this week Mother Gaelyn is away on retreat. 

SUNDAYS 
11:00 IN-PERSON AND FACEBOOK LIVE HOLY EUCHARIST 

RECTOR IN OFFICE 

3RD SUNDAYS: CHURCH HIKES, short-ish hikes with Eucharist. Next hike, June 20th. Contact 
Maggie Bowles for more information. magbowles@gmail.com 

MONDAYS 
RECTOR IN OFFICE 

WEDNESDAYS  
12:00 OUTDOOR EUCHARIST 1st and 3rd Wednesdays (bring a chair, no sign-up needed) 

RECTOR IN OFFICE 

 

St. David’s in the Valley, Clergy and Staff 
The Right Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Gaelyn Lei Evangreene, Rector 
Carol Payton, Parish Administrator 

Lillian Pearson, Organist 
 

Serving this week: 
Margot Wilcox, Lector 
Muff Lyons, Intercessor 

George Rector, Chalice Bearer 
Jake Jacobson, Greeter 

Maggie Bowles, Bread Baker 
 

Contact us: 
rector@stdavidscullowhee.org  

P.O. Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 
(828)331-1427 

www.stdavidscullowhee.org  
 

 Like us on Facebook @stdavidsepiscopalchurch 
follow us on Instagram @stdavidscullowhee 

 
Connect with Kelsey Davis, Episcopal Missioner for WCU 

(828) 424-1377      kdavis@diocesewnc.orgInstagram @episcopalwcu 
 

magbowles@gmail.com
mailto:rector@stdavidscullowhee.org
http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/
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