April 3, 2022


Saturday, April 2 nd, 10 am Until We Are Done
Don't forget about Spring Clean Up 2022 at St. David's,
10 am until the work is done. Goals include painting the new
privacy fence around the HVAC, removing playground
equipment to make room for new and improved equipment,
clearing the forest trail and plenty of trimming, weeding, and
removing projects under the discretion of Muff!
Useful equipment includes
shovels, rakes, hoes, lopping shears,
pruning shears and gloves.
See you there.

Expecting to Meet Jesus in Unexpected Places: An Online Lenten Retreat
Saturday, April 9th from 9-noon
We all long to meet Jesus and to see signs of God in our everyday lives. Join the Revs.
Kevin Todd, priest-in-charge of St. Paul’s, Edneyville; Jonathan Stepp, rector of All Saints,
Franklin; and Gaelyn Evangreene, rector of St. David’s, Cullowhee to explore the spaces
and places where we can encounter Jesus in our everyday lives. This online retreat will
include worship, presentations, reflection, and plenty of screen breaks so that you can both
engage in the subject and step away from your computer to encounter Jesus. To register
and have the retreat materials mailed to you or if you have any questions, contact Mtr.
Gaelyn at rector@stdavidscullowhee.org

Easter Flower Donations and Decorating for Easter
The Altar Guild purchases cut flowers and Easter lilies each year. If you would
like to donate in memory of or in thanksgiving for a family member or other loved
one, please give the name(s) of the person(s) to Gaelyn. The names will be in the
Easter Sunday bulletin. Your check should be made out to St. David’s with a note on
the memo line indicating that it is a flower donation to the Altar Guild. You can hand
the checks (or cash) to Randi Neff or place them in the alms basin.
Saturday, April 16th, we will be arranging flowers, cleaning brass and silver, and
other tasks related to making Easter Sunday a glorious one. If you would like to join
us, we will begin at 10 am.
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Happening at St. David’s
Mondays and Wednesdays
Wednesdays from 7-8 pm
Sundays, April 3rd and April 10th
Saturday. April 2nd
Saturday, April 9th from 9-noon
Thursday, April 14th
Friday, April 15th
Saturday, April 16th
Sunday, April 17th
Monday, April 25th

Rector in office
Episcopal Campus Ministry (ECM) meets for dinner,
conversation, and prayer. All students welcome.
Full to the Brim: an expansive Lent small group meets in the
Upper Room 10:00-10:40, all ages welcome.
Parish-wide grounds clean up; volunteers needed. 10 am
Expecting to Meet Jesus in Unexpected Places: An Online Lenten Retreat
Maundy Thursday Service at 5:30 pm
Good Friday Service at 12:00 noon
Decorate for Easter 10 am until done
Easter Morning Holy Eucharist, outdoor service
Spring Into Fellowship 5 pm at Innovation Brewing in Dillsboro

St. David’s Aesthetics Task Force
At its June 2021 meeting the vestry established an Aesthetics Task Force (ATF). The purpose of
convening the ATF was to identify ways by which St. David’s can present a more welcoming face to the
outside community. Members of the ATF are Mtr. +Gaelyn Evangreene, WCU Episcopal Missioner
Kelsey Davis, Melba Cooper, Joan Byrd, and vestry members Doug Hanks and George Rector. Meetings of
the task force have included walks on the church grounds with a critical eye directed toward areas of visual
improvement. Members also looked at the church from the perspective of the WCU sidewalk which runs
along the Ramsey Center and the football stadium. ATF meetings have resulted in several areas of
concern---landscaping, hardscaping, signage, the children’s play area, and the woods behind the church and
the Gathering Place. Recommendations for action were submitted to the vestry at its recent annual retreat.
The following items were approved by the vestry as ATF priorities:
1. Improve the visual appeal of the children’s play area by removing the current playground
equipment which is no longer safe for use. These items will be replaced with a climbing dome.
2. Replace the existing St. David’s sign located by the driveway with a new and slightly larger
sandblasted sign. The recommendation is to paint the new sign in colors which provide greater
contrast so that it can more easily be read by passersby.
3. Place signs on church/cemetery grounds that explain the historical links between St. David’s and
Western Carolina University–President Robert Lee Madison as founder and Daniel David Davies
and Thomas A. Cox as members of the “Noble Nine” are all buried in the St. David’s cemetery.
4. Remove 2 large hollies which obscure the view of the church from Forest Hills Drive—one near the
children’s play area and the other by the cemetery driveway.
5. Install a flagpole by the driveway in the area where the church currently has a welcome banner.
The flagpole would fly the Episcopal flag and the pride flag.
Work on these projects will proceed as funds are approved.

Parish Alcohol Policy Changes
At the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 2015, the Delegates (resolution A158)
acknowledged our:
“long-standing tolerance for the use of alcohol which, in some cases, has contributed to its misuse, and
has undermined a climate of wholeness and holiness for all; that our Church culture too often avoids hard
conversations about alcohol use, and the role of forgiveness and compassion in healing and recovery; and
that The Episcopal Church now commits to create a new normal in our relationship with alcohol.”
After this preamble, the policy is spelled out in a series of 14 bullet-points, the first being:
• The Church must provide a safe and welcoming environment for all people, including people in
recovery.
The rest of the policy specifies the responsibility of the Church to follow all applicable laws and the
logistics of serving alcohol at events sponsored by a parish or congregation.
The Diocese of Western NC adopted the policy of the General Convention shortly thereafter.
Saint David’s created a parish alcohol policy during the Interim time. Some adjustments were made at
our Wine Tasting Fundraising Events, adding an educational component, and making sure alternative
beverages were available at the events. We also offered a “Ride Home” service to anyone who felt or who
appeared to have been overserved.
More recently the Vestry has considered our custom of making wine available at Coffee Hours on
Sunday after Holy Eucharist. After several conversations, the Vestry has amended our Parish Alcohol
policy to clarify that we will no longer serve alcohol at Coffee Hour. Our hope is that by making this
change we will live into our intention to be a safe and welcoming community for everyone who joins us,
including those in recovery and college students, who may be underage.
The Diocesan policy clearly states that when alcohol is served at a church event, it must be carefully
overseen, and all relevant civil statutes must be followed. In order to comply with this aspect of the policy,
Vestry approval is required for serving of alcohol at special events, and such requests should be made at
the regular Vestry meeting prior to the event being planned.
St. David’s Episcopal Church Alcohol Policy

From the Senior Warden
Dear Friends,
The Vestry had the great privilege of extended time together this month at our annual retreat, with all
members as well as the treasurer, clerk, and rector in attendance. We were thus nine all together and spent
extended time reflecting on and sharing our hopes and dreams for the Vestry and for the parish. We
prayed together, reflected on Scripture, on this moment in our parish life and on the needs of our
community.
We did not spend a lot of time discussing the pandemic per se but found that the experience of the last
two years colored everything. How could it not? A world-wide calamity that has had an impact on our
ability to gather, to be community, and which, now as it ebbs, leaves us changed, is sure to be a factor in
the ways we come together to celebrate, pray, and do ministry in Jesus’ name.
Along with a good beginning work on a parish mission statement, and work on our parish alcohol
policy, (see details elsewhere in this issue of the Coracle) we were delighted at the end of our three days at
Valle Crucis to find that we had done some old, familiar things: Made plans! Talked about fundraising!
Look for details in the Coracle over the spring and summer about a fall Parish Retreat, as well
innovative fundraising approaches side-by-side with the tried and true.
And please plan to join us on this Saturday, April 2nd from 10-12, rakes and clippers in hand, for a
Parish Clean-Up Day. There are jobs big and small!
Grateful for all the blessings of our common life,
Betsy Swift
Sr. Warden
Some Photos from the Vestry Retreat Last Week

Click here to see all the photos.

Parish News & Notes
Apr 1
Apr 5

Betsy Swift
Sherrie Orvis

Birthdays
Apr 8
Apr 9

Lisa Annis
Barbara Hardie

Henry Hanks was asked by his teachers at SMHS to apply for a chance to
participate this summer in Tar Heel Boys' State in Salisbury at Catawba College. We
thought if anything it would be a good chance to gain some interview experience.
After filling out the application and interviewing with members of the American
Legion, Henry was chosen to be a delegate! He will be there June 19 th -25th.

Jake Jacobson,
Jim Bowles, and
Tom Wilcox
ventured out this
week to enjoy pizza
at Slabtown Pizza
in Cashiers.

A “Science at the Jackson Arts Market” will be held on consecutive Sundays in downtown Sylva on
April 3rd and April 10th to highlight the science behind crafts and gardening, in a free, family friendly
event. Click here for full information.
A sincere thank you from the editor for your submissions! News items and especially photos are always
welcome. Let us know what you are up to or anything of interest to your parish friends. Send items to
Maggie Bowles.
Beware of Scammers!
Please know that no member of the
St. David's clergy or staff will ever
contact the parish via email or text
requesting money or gift cards! Please
do not respond to or forward suspicious
emails, and never give out your personal
information to anyone over the internet
or through email.

Lake Logan Events
https://www.lakelogan.org/events/

Link for Diocesan Newsletter
Beans & Rice
Donations of rice and beans may be left
in the large containers behind the front doors of the
church to be distributed to Vecinos and families.

St. David’s in the Valley, Clergy and Staff
The Right Rev. Jose A. McLoughlin, Bishop
The Rev. Gaelyn Lei Evangreene, Rector
Lillian Pearson, Organist
Serving this Sunday
Chalice Bearer, Betsy Swift
Lector, Vance Davidson
Readings:

Isaiah 43:16-21, Philippians 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8, Psalm 126
Coffee Hour,
Greeter, Laurie Hulbert
Altar Set Up & Linens, Gael Graham
Bread Baker, Karen Brown
Live Streaming, Doug Hanks
Vestry Counter, George Rector

Contact us:
rector@stdavidscullowhee.org
P.O. Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723
(828)331-1427
www.stdavidscullowhee.org
Like us on Facebook @stdavidsepiscopalchurch
follow us on Instagram @stdavidscullowhee
Connect with Kelsey Davis, Episcopal Missioner for WCU
(828) 424-1377
kdavis@diocesewnc.org Instagram @episcopalwcu

Regular Happenings at St. David’s
Sundays
11:00 In-Person and Facebook Live Holy Eucharist, Rector in office
Mondays and Wednesdays
Rector in office
Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00: Episcopal Campus Ministry (ECM) meets for dinner,
conversation, and prayer. All students welcome.
2nd Mondays at 5:30
Vestry in the Gathering Place

