




A New Roof and A New Celtic Cross 

By June Smith 
When once again we are allowed to gather together inside St. David’s, we will have a new roof over our 

heads! Crowning the pinnacle of the reroofed steeple will also be a new Celtic cross. The roof was last 
replaced in 1999. The vestry realized the church needed a new roof when the grit on the old shingles had 
weathered away and moss had replaced the grit on the north side of the roof. Litespeed Construction of 
Knoxville, Tennessee, Kirby Smith owner, was recommended for the job by another church in the diocese. 
It took Smith’s crew two long days to get the job done; it was such arduous labor on the very steep roof 
that a different crew worked each day. Be sure to have a look at the results of their efforts when you are 
next in Cullowhee. 

For the 1999 reroofing, parishioner and woodworker Daryl Hale 
constructed a Celtic cross for the steeple, heavily damaged over the 
years by critters and the elements. Daryl’s cross replaced a wooden 
one fabricated by parishioners Jim Horton and David Mathewes in 
the ‘70s. Since the wooden Celtic cross was riddled with the work of 
carpenter bees and woodpeckers, as well as by the weather, the vestry 
decided to replace it with an aluminum cross. The aluminum Celtic 
cross was fabricated by American Steeples & Baptistries of Wedowee, 
Alabama, Brian Strickland representative. It is an exact replica of the 
1999 wooden cross. Mr. Strickland gave the church a break on 
shipping: he had to bring a large baptistry to western North Carolina 
and gave our steeple a ride at a reduced rate. 

According to popular legend, the Celtic Cross was introduced by 
St. Patrick when he was converting the pagans in Ireland to 
Christianity. The great stone Celtic crosses of Wales, Ireland, 
Scotland, and England are adorned with carved stories from the Old 
Testament and the life of Christ. While our Celtic cross is 
unadorned, it is in the traditional Celtic shape, with four arms 
enclosed in a circle, representing both the world of salvation and the 
world of creation. The new cross is grounded for lightening 
protection according to code. 

Seeing the 1999 wooden cross in the upstairs of the parish hall, I 
immediately thought of the Baptist hymn of my childhood, “The Old 
Rugged Cross.” Our old cross is rugged indeed, but will be preserved 
as part of St. David’s heritage. If you have ideas on how best to 
exhibit it, kindly relay your thoughts to a member of the vestry. 

The total cost of the new roof and Celtic cross is approximately 
$49,739. The funding came from a variety of sources, including 
parishioner contributions, the Episcopal Church foundation, the All Saints Day Memorial Offering, the 
capital reserve account, and a no-interest diocesan loan. Sandy Frasier, junior warden, was the supervisor 
from the church for the project. 
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https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/gallery.html


 

 

Check out the freshened-up look of the St. David’s website 
 

Sermon Link 
 

George Rector's Prayer Collection for Discernment 

Parish News & Notes
Anniversary 

Apr 27 John & Gracia Slater 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Paul Yanik for 
receiving the 2019-2020 Excellence in 
Mentoring and Advising Award. 

 

 
 
 
 

New family at St. David’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Virtual Closet 
If you need medical-related equipment or have 

something you can offer, contact Nancie Wilson. 
She keeps a list of who has what to facilitate 
sharing. 

Box Tops for Education 
There is a basket under the white board in the 

Parish Hall where you can place any of these box 
tops you may have. This is an ongoing project for 
our children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regular 

Activities 

During normal times 

2nd Sundays  Rice & Beans Ministry 
Last Sundays 5-7 pm Sept-Apr Soup/Bread Community Supper 
Mondays 10:30 am  Cullowhee Men’s Group 10:30 am 
2nd Mondays  Vestry Meeting 5:30 pm 
1st & 3rd Thursdays Accessible Mindfulness 10 am 

St. David’s Vestry 
Jessica Philyaw, Sr. Warden  Sandy Frazier, Jr. Warden 
Gael Graham   Vance Davidson  
Jake Jacobson   Doug Hanks   
Steve Steinbrueck, Treasurer, is ex-officio to the vestry. 

https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/
https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/sermons.html
https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/rector-search.html
mailto:silverwolf999@frontier.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Outreach Support 
From 1st Sunday’s loose plate offering and Soup Suppers 

Jan Circles of Hope    Aug School Supplies drive 
Feb Clean Slate    Sep Vecinos 
Mar Community Table   Oct Midwives of Haiti 
Apr Mainspring Conservation Trust Nov to be determined 
May (general)    Dec (general) 

May-Jun-Jul-Aug-no Soup Suppers (general outreach)  
 

 

St. David’s Links and Contact Information: 

Website: stdavidscullowhee.org 
Lectionary Page 2020 

Newsletter editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com 
Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427  

stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com 
Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 

Diocesan Links: 

Diocese of Western North Carolina 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

Sign up for Diocesan Newsletter 

Camp Henry Facebook page 

www.lakelogan.org 

http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/
http://lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2020.html
mailto:magbowles@gmail.com
mailto:stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com
http://www.diocesewnc.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Qo1SzxA2oRSjo0Z25RocBdn6wyBUv2SVfQ5HqCKXiGkn00HpAKskqNraKCzHTcJ_0AYbUns0gnpklygDYqNa_-jW4RRYmlm5fdm4TK4TvLpPPRzH4fr6eao1tsEVa4H5SlQCmY9GdXZ_N05qydc-Xi9lgxqtMQh6
https://www.facebook.com/CampHenryWNC?fref=ts
http://www.lakelogan.org/
http://ez-host2.com/graphics/UploadFile/8138/11967/altar_guild_st_davids_2017_schedule_(revised_march_2017)_.pdf
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