


December 20, 2020 

Vestry News 

by Jessica Philyaw, Senior Warden 
 
The vestry met via Zoom on Monday, December 14th. We are pleased to make a couple of announcements: 
 
1. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 10th. Look for details to come soon, but 

please mark your calendars. Thank you to Judy Robinson for being our Stewardship Chair this year, 
and thanks to everyone who pledged. The proposed 2021 budget looks good and will be presented at 
the meeting. 
 

2. Gael Graham and Sandy Frazier are completing their terms as vestry members at the end of this 
month. I know that the entire congregation joins me in thanking them for their service during an 
extraordinary year, and during an extraordinary time in the life of this parish.  

 
3. The nominees to succeed Gael and Sandy as members of the vestry are Karen Brown and George 

Rector. (Additional nominations can be made during the Annual Meeting, in advance of voting.) Look 
here in the Coracle next week for a brief biographical statement from both Karen and George.  

 
4. The "Dial-Arounds" from early in the pandemic are returning. It's been a long time, and we feel the 

need to reach out to each other once again, and to be connected even by brief one-on-one conversations. 
Expect a call from a vestry member or fellow parishioner in the next week or so, just to see how you 
and yours are doing. If you have a prayer request or other pastoral care concern, please feel free to 
share it. We will tailor these calls to what each of you says is your preferred level and method of 
contact.   

 

 

  



 

 

Service Information 

Sundays at 10:45 am 
Facebook Live                                   Bulletin 
Sign up if you wish to attend in person on Sunday  

Coffee Hour Zoom Link 
Lector: Vance Davidson 
Prayers: Muff Lyons 
Chalice: George Rector 
Organist: Lillian Pearson 
Zoom host: Jessica Philyaw 
Bread: Judy Robinson 
Email prayer requests to Muff Lyons 

Facebook Link for Past Services 
 

Wednesday Services 
Morning Prayer 9:30 am on Zoom 
Outdoor Eucharist 1st and 3rd Wednesdays noon 
Service of Light during Advent on Facebook 
Live and in the church. 
 

No Internet or Smartphone?  
You can join St. David's Zoom church meeting by 
phone by dialing +1 929 205 6099 and entering 
the meeting ID number 857 5147 5913. You can 
even use *6 to toggle mute/unmute. 
 

Additional Information 

Dec 19 Greening Noon 
Dec 20 Holy Eucharist 11 am in person and  
 Facebook Live 
Dec 23 Morning Prayer 9:30 am 0n Zoom;  
 Advent Service 5:30 pm in person and  
 Facebook Live 
Dec 24 Holy Eucharist (outdoor) 4 pm 
Jan 10 Parish Annual Meeting 
 
To meet with the rector for conversation, prayer, 
or a safer-at-home communion option, send her 
an email at rector@stdavidscullowhee.org. 
 

Episcopal Campus Ministry WCU 
Sign-up for Wednesday Walks 
with WCU campus missioner 
Kelsey Davis: 1:1 outdoor walk 
around campus, no strings 
attached. Anyone is welcome.     
Walk sign up 

Beans & Rice 
Please remember our ongoing 

collection of rice and especially 
beans for our Vecinos families and 
farm workers. Donations may be 
left in the big containers inside 
the church doors at any time. 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Cheer for Confined Students  
By Gael Graham 

This Christmas, four students from Western Carolina University are not able 
to leave campus and will be spending the long break in Cullowhee. They are being 
supported by Homebase Campus Ministry. The vestry voted to offer support to 
Homebase and these four students this season. If you would like to contribute, they 
can use gas or grocery cards. You can leave them in the gathering place labeled 
“Homebase”. Please let me know, so I can pick them up and deliver them. 
graham@email.wcu.edu 

 
Thanks for helping to brighten up some students’ holiday season!  
 
An online option for giving via St. David’s can be found here. Enter the Amount, use the drop-down on 

the Fund line and select Special Other, enter Homebase WCU in the Memo space, and select Continue. Get 
in touch with Steve Steinbrueck if you experience any problems with this option.  

https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/uploads/1/2/0/4/120457644/advent_4b.pdf
https://calendly.com/gaelyn/sundays?month=2020-11
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85751475913#success
mailto:mufflyons@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81915924540
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
mailto:rector@stdavidscullowhee.org
https://calendly.com/kelseyldavis/wcuwalks?month=2020-09
mailto:graham@email.wcu.edu
https://onrealm.org/StDavidsEpiscopalCullowhee/-/give/now
mailto:treasurer@stdavidscullowhee.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greening of the Great Outdoors 

Saturday, December 19th at Noon 
 
In this year like no other, you are invited to come, as you feel comfortable, for a Greening of the Great 

Outdoors at St. David’s in preparation for an outdoor Eucharist Service at 4 pm on Christmas Eve. The 
plan is to wrap the railing with greenery, hang wreaths on the gathering place sconces, string lights 
amongst the greenery, and do various other tasks to make ready for a unique and joyous celebration of the 
coming of Christ. Many thanks to Melba Cooper, Haidee Wilson, Judy Annis, Judy Robinson, and Kelley 
and Heidi Dinkelmeyer for making wreaths ahead of time at home. 

 
Wreaths for the church doors made by Barbara Hardie and Ruth Hudson are already in place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you can help supply greenery, please bring it when you come or drop it off at the church anytime on 
Friday or before noon on Saturday. Refreshments will include the Slaters’ traditional Christmas stollen, 
Gracias gluten-free apricot bars, and June Smith’s famous Russian tea. 

 
Dress for the weather.          WEAR A MASK.              Stay 6 feet or more apart. 

 
 
 

 

Outdoor Christmas Eve Eucharist Service 

Thursday, December 24th at 4 pm 
In the parking lot at St. David’s  

 

Come and Celebrate the Joyous Coming of Christ 
Or Watch on Facebook Live 

(Individual communion sets of reserved sacrament can be picked up at the church ahead of time.) 
 

Bring your own chair.    Dress for the weather.      WEAR A MASK.       Stay 6 feet or more apart. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group


 

 

A Christmas Miracle 

By Muff Lyons 

 

  

 

 

 

Dear St. David’s Community, 

 
Last Friday, I picked up enough Manna Food Bank bags to provide two bags each to the 28 

children I deliver to every other week. We delivery people were also blessed by United 
Christian Ministries with two huge bags of food for each family. 

 
This load left me with no room in my car for your generous donations of beans and rice–16 

pounds each of beans and rice for every family–plus bags of Barber Orchard apples, cartons of 
fresh eggs, and one ham, all of which I delivered on Saturday. 

 
At one home, I was asked by the mom if we could please help out her sister's family, and I 

told her I would do the best I could. 
 
At the last home as I was leaving, a van pulled up, and a young girl and her mom approached 

me. The young girl asked if they could be put on the food list. 
 
The need is so great– 
 
And I know for Manna to provide for these Cullowhee Valley Elementary children, the 

parents have to fill out applications for free or reduced meals at the beginning of the year. 
 
Here is where my Christmas Miracle happens!!! 
 
We have one more Manna delivery on Tuesday, December 22nd. 
 
Yesterday, the, 14th, I stopped by church to take inventory of your donations and found both 

containers in the back of the church OVERFLOWING with Big Bags of Beans and Rice and 
tortillas! What a bountiful miracle!! Thanks be to God for our community loving our neighbors 
as we love ourselves. And there will be enough food to add these two families to my route. 

 
I am so grateful. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peace and love, 
 

                         Muff 
 



 

 

Two Messages from Bishop José   

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As we enter the holy season of Advent, I invite you to prepare for the Incarnation of Love by joining me 

in reflecting on the gifts of Faith, Hope, Joy, and Peace.  
This week, as part of our continuing series of reflections throughout the Advent season, we offer two poems 

surrounding the theme of joy, read by our Missioner for Youth and Young Adults, Eden Lewis, and Bishop José 
A. McLoughlin, and featuring the music of the Rev. Anna Shine. Finding joy has been challenging this year as 
we grapple with such intense nationwide loss, fear, and grief, and yet the Advent season reminds us that joy is 
always possible, even in the smallest moments. As Christians, we aim to seek the joy of God and share that with 
others. May these poems help you reflect on the joyous things in your life, both big and small. 

Joy 

 
Christmas Has Come Early to the Diocese 

Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina 

December 11, 2020 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

When I arrived as your new Bishop in the fall of 2016, I was greeted with the incredible news that, as a diocese, you all 

had worked hard to retire the remaining mortgage at Lake Logan Conference Center (LLCC). What a truly remarkable 

accomplishment and a profound expression of stewardship and discipleship! 

 
Of course, there remained approximately $580,000 of debt in other loans and lines of credit for LLCC. On September 10, 

2016, just twenty days prior to my ordination, I gathered with a group of Lake Logan supporters for an overnight retreat. 

In my first comments to those gathered for breakfast in the Johnson Dining Hall, I made very clear my commitment to 

LLCC and shared my optimism that LLCC would become a premier sacred space for the building up of community, 

retreat and refreshment. I also conveyed my pledge that retiring all remaining debt would be a priority. 

 

One of the things that brings me tremendous joy is to give gifts, no matter their size, to other people as a symbol of my 

deep gratitude for the relationships we share in Christ. As such, I am extremely pleased and honored to share with 

everyone that we are now 100% debt free at LLCC. All loans, lines of credit and other outstanding debts have been 

completely paid off. This is a day of great celebration for the Diocese of Western North Carolina! 

 

At any time, achieving such a milestone is noteworthy; but more so today, in the midst of a global pandemic. I am deeply 
grateful to so many in this diocese who have worked so hard prior to my arrival and since my arrival to get us to this 

point. Your steadfastness demonstrates the dedication and faithful care of the LLCC Board of Directors, LLCC staff, and 

other diocesan leaders who have given so much of their time, talent and treasure to this sacred space. 

 

Truly, this accomplishment allows not only Lake Logan and Camp Henry, but also Valle Crucis Conference Center and 

the whole diocese to be empowered and equipped for the mission of being God's people and servants of the Way of Love. 

As we get closer to our centennial, we can now step out in faith to begin boldly dreaming and discerning what we are 

being called to be and do in the next 100 years in our beautiful corner of God's vineyard. 

  

Faithfully, 

 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin,  

Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina  www.diocesewnc.org  (828) 225-6656 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTuQ5pcCA00&feature=youtu.be
http://www.diocesewnc.org/


 

 

Race for Grace 

An Advent Activity 
Sunday, November 29th through Thursday, December 24th Sign Up Here 

Join the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina as we Race for Grace to support youth and 
young adult ministries in the diocese. The money raised from this event will support Camp Henry, Youth 
Ministries and College Ministries and will be used for scholarships and programs. 

The race will take place through the entire Advent season, and 
we invite you all to join us by walking, running, strolling, or 
rolling as we raise money to support ministries for and with 
young people. There will not be one day that the event takes 
place. Instead, we invite you to choose a day during Advent to 
participate at your own pace.  

 
And Thank You! 

Dear St. David's Members, 
 
Thanks to all that responded to my request for Christmas gifts for the foster children.  Each child now 

has some of the gifts they requested, and I have delivered them to The Department of Social Services.  The 
person in charge was so delighted and reported that all of the foster children now will have Christmas. 

 
Blessings, joy, and hope, 

           Judy Annis 
 

 

Parish News & Notes
 

Birthdays 
Dec 20 Henry Hanks 
Dec 24 Elena Reynolds 

 
Jennie Ashlock sends her gratitude to the people of St. 

David's for the love and support shared following her parents' 
deaths. Peace and blessings to all. 

 

 
 

 

The Chickens Are A’ Laying 

If you have empty egg cartons to spare, George Rector would like to have them as 
his laying hens are being very productive. You can leave them for him in the gathering 
place. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://runsignup.com/Race/Events/NC/Asheville/RaceforGraceWNC


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Hatcher and High Falls 

12/13/2020 
more photos 

Doug, Boot, & Mary 
Michael Hanks, Jim & 
Maggie Bowles, June Smith, 
and Courtney Tomczak 
enjoyed hiking with Mtr. 
Gaelyn to partake of Holy 
Eucharist by a waterfall. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/1qEpZJj5GbFzPgSD9


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. David’s Links and Contact Information: 

Website: stdavidscullowhee.org 
St. D's Public Facebook Page 
St. D's Private Group Forum 

Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427 
stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com 

Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 
Newsletter 

Editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com 

Correspondent: Judy Robinson judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com  
Proofreaders: Margot Wilcox, Nan Watkins 

Diocese of W. North Carolina 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

Lake Logan Conference Center 

Camp Henry Facebook Page 

http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/67900876808/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
mailto:stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com
mailto:magbowles@gmail.com
mailto:judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com
http://www.diocesewnc.org/
https://www.lakelogan.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CampHenryWNC/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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