


November 8, 2020 



A Message From Mother Gaelyn 

Dear friends, 
 
It has been a full week at St. David’s with our usual worship on Sunday followed by a six-hour prayer 

vigil and Vespers on Tuesday, Morning Prayer and Eucharist on Wednesday. We gather to worship God, 
to dwell in God’s presence, and to connect with our friends in Christ. The Wardens, Vestry, and I have 
continued to look for ways we can improve our worship experience and foster connection and community. 
This week we will be worshiping in-person (sign up here) and on Facebook Live. Facebook Live will allow 
us to have communication via comments during our worship services. Being able to have more interaction 
between those who are in the church and those who are at home is so important as we continue safety 
precautions during this pandemic.  

 
There are several places in the Prayers of the People where we were encouraged to name our concerns 

and thanksgivings “aloud or in the silence of our hearts.” It is my hope that as a community we will 
continue to grow in our comfort to name our concerns and thanksgivings aloud. This knits us together and 
also lets those worshipping with us also carry our prayers to God. When worshipping online you can also 
participate in this aloud prayer by writing your prayers in the comments. With our new camera, I will be 
able to see these prayers on Facebook during the Prayers of the People and also name them in our worship. 
Those who are also online will see and can pray your prayers in real-time. 

 
If you do not have a Facebook account, you can still worship on Facebook Live. Just go to 

www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/live and you will find live videos when we are live and 
previous videos as well. I personally recommend bookmarking the site as the address will not change from 
week to week. As always, there will be a link on our website and in The Coracle. We will continue to join 
together for Coffee Hour on Zoom. There will be a link in the Facebook comments on Sunday, on our 
website, and in your email. 

 
We will start the live stream at 10:45 this Sunday to give everyone time to arrive. Jessica Philyaw will 

be available via text or phone call Sunday morning throughout the service. If you have any difficulties, 
please give her a call, or send her a text. Her number is (828) 506-4478. If you would like any help before 
Sunday, I am happy to assist. Please call or text me at (828) 331-1427 or email me at 
rector@stdavidscullowhee.org 

 
Peace and blessings, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://calendly.com/gaelyn/sundays
http://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/live
http://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/live
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85751475913
mailto:rector@stdavidscullowhee.org


 

 

Service Information 

Facebook LIVE.   Sundays at 10:45 am 
Coffee Hour Zoom Link Sundays after church 
Sign up if you wish to attend in person on Sunday  
Lector: Randi Neff 
Prayers: Judy Annis 
Chalice:  
Organist: Lillian Pearson 
Zoom host: Kelley Dinkelmeyer 
Bread: Mtr. Gaelyn 
Email prayer requests to Muff Lyons 

Facebook Link for Past Services 
Wednesdays at 9:30 am Morning Prayer in the 
church and on Zoom 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays at noon Outdoor 
Eucharist  

No Internet or Smartphone?  
You can join St. David's Zoom church meeting by 
phone by dialing +1 929 205 6099 and entering 
the meeting ID number 857 5147 5913. You can 
even use *6 to toggle mute/unmute. 

Additional Information 

Nov 9-13 Mother Gaelyn on silent retreat 
Nov 16  Vestry Meeting 5:30 pm 
Dec 2  Advent Service 5:30 pm 
 
To meet with the rector for conversation, prayer, 
or a safer-at-home communion option, send her 
an email at rector@stdavidscullowhee.org. 

 
Episcopal Campus Ministry WCU 

Sign-up for Wednesday Walks 
with WCU campus missioner 
Kelsey Davis: 1:1 outdoor walk 
around campus, no strings 
attached. Anyone is welcome.     
Walk sign up 

Please remember our ongoing 
collection of rice and especially 
beans for our Vecinos families and 
farm workers. Donations may be 
left in the big containers inside the 
church doors at any time. 

 
Consider the Vestry 

by Jessica Philyaw 
One way to think about the work of the vestry is as an expression of stewardship and ministry. Vestry 

members work together with the rector to do God's work for each other and for the community writ large 
through the instrument of our congregation, St. David's. Each year, 2 vestry members complete their 3-
year terms, and elections for their successors are held at the Annual Parish Meeting in January. I am 
writing to invite each of you to give prayerful thought to the mission of the vestry and to ask that  you 
consider who you would like to see join the group in 2021. You may nominate yourself or someone else, 
but I particularly hope that each of you will consider your own willingness to serve. Everyone is invited to 
fill the role--those who have been on vestry before as well as those who are new to the congregation or the 
church in general.  

If you have questions about "the job" or would like to make a nomination, please contact me 
(seniorwarden@stdavidscullowhee.org or 828-506-4478), any other member of vestry, or Mother Gaelyn. 
We want to have nominations in hand by the end of November. 

 

St. David’s Stewardship Week 3 

By Judy Robinson, Stewardship Chair 
Hello Friends.   
We have received an additional four (4) pledges this third week of our campaign. That is 17 of 60; 

therefore 28% participation. Last year we received 42 pledges total. We are slow but steady, and I know we 
will get there! Just a little more than two weeks to go with our stewardship campaign. Please send yours in 
this week. Many thanks to those who have done so. 

With appreciation,  
Judy Robinson  
(Questions: contact Judy at judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com  or mobile  828 713 2293).  

https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85751475913#success
https://calendly.com/gaelyn/sundays?month=2020-11
mailto:mufflyons@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/live/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81915924540
mailto:rector@stdavidscullowhee.org
https://calendly.com/kelseyldavis/wcuwalks?month=2020-09
mailto:seniorwarden@stdavidscullowhee.org
mailto:judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com


 

 

Stewardship 2020 
By Boot & Doug Hanks 

This week, Judy Robinson reached out to me with an offer to speak to you all today about Stewardship. 
Let me begin by telling you a little about myself. 

As some of you know, I grew up in a small town in Southwest Louisiana. Neither of my parents went to 
school beyond high school. My father spent three years in the Air Force where he learned a trade that 
allowed him to work in the communications department of the local Electric company. My mother raised 
my sisters and I until we were in grade school, then took a secretarial job at the local water company to 
help out. My father was union and there were several stretches when he was out of work on strike. I 
remember things being tight financially at home, but we did not want for anything none the less. I also 
remember my parents placing a check in the collection basket every week at church no matter our situation 
at the time.  

We were members of a rather large Catholic Church called Our Lady Queen of Heaven. My memories 
of Our Lady Queen of Heaven are probably not unlike your own memories of the Church you grew up in. 
Attending church on Sundays and Catechism on Wednesdays. I was an altar boy for a short time, 
remember my first Communion (at least I have seen pictures of it), and my Confirmation. And I remember 
something else.  

I had a number of yards in the neighborhood that I would cut for a few dollars. That sounds crazy when 
I think what it cost to have your lawn cut today. One yard paid even less–It was the lawn at Our Lady 
Queen of Heaven’s rectory. And while I cut it weekly, I did not get paid. I remember another job at the 
church that I was involved in. Arriving early before Mass with my Dad, I would set microphones on the 
lectern and the altar, carefully run cables across the floor to a side pew, make sure they were plugged into 
the appropriate inputs in the electronic receiver that my dad had already set up and proceed to sound check 
the mics. The Mass was broadcast once a month to the local radio station so that those unable to attend 
church could listen at home.  

Fast forward 45 years and my experience at St. David’s Episcopal Church in Cullowhee seems oddly 
similar. As a member of the Vestry at St. David’s and as its newest Jr Warden, I have repaired windows, 
hauled mulch, replaced crushed walkway ties, mounted a monitor, and have even been involved in 
broadcasting a Mass–only now it’s called live streaming. 

But I am not here to describe this strange time warp I seem to have found myself in. Judy asked me to 
discuss Stewardship. And then it dawned on me–this is what Stewardship is all about. Stewardship refers 
to the way time, talents, material possessions or wealth are used or given for the service of God. Yes, 
making a financial pledge to St. David’s and dropping my check in the collection basket each week, much 
the same as my parents did those many years ago, makes me a Steward of God’s church. But so does that 
mulch I moved, that monitor I hung and those walkway ties I replaced. Heck, I was even practicing 
Stewardship when I was cutting the lawn of the rectory of Our Lady Queen of Heaven and didn’t even 
know it! And the almost year I have spent on the Vestry and the three months I have spent as Jr Warden 
at St. David’s.... Steward, Steward. 

So there, while drifting off into a bit of a memoir, I actually discussed an incredibly important and 
timely subject at St David’s–Stewardship. During this 2020 Stewardship Campaign at St. David’s, please 
consider a financial pledge for 2021, but just as importantly consider what else Stewardship entails. 
Consider your talents and your time and contribute those as well. The Altar Guild, Acolyte, Lector, bread 
baker, Mass streamer, mulch raker, bean mover. It all counts. You definitely don’t want to get roped into a 
Vestry position but hey–why not consider that as well! Heck, I might even let you be Jr Warden. 

But seriously, in the short time that Boot, Henry, Mary Michael and I have been members of St. 
David’s, we have witnessed countless acts of Stewardship. So much talent and time given tirelessly from 
her parishioners without regard for payment or recognition. 2020 has made it difficult and even dangerous 
to contribute as we have in the past, but please consider a renewed commitment for 2021. You won’t regret 
it. I know we don’t!                                                                                                              Boot and Doug 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Altar Guild 2021: New Members Needed 

By Faye Jacobson 
As many of you know, for various reasons, we have lost a number of Altar Guild members over the past 

few years. I have been serving on an Altar Guild since we moved to Macon, Georgia in 1973 and have 
found it to be one of the most rewarding and spiritual of church ministries. 

Please be assured that if you decide to join us that we will work around Covid concerns until we have a 
vaccine, and everyone feels safe. We are already doing that as we navigate this difficult year.  

Altar Guild duties are divided into four groups: bread bakers for Eucharist, care of linens, flowers, and 
altar preparation for services. I will be glad to answer any questions you might have. If you should decide 
to join us there will always be an experienced Altar Guild member to help if needed. 

Judy Robinson will be working on the schedule for 2021 soon. Please let both of us know if you would 
like to join and what duties interest you.   

Thank you in advance for considering being a part of this special ministry to our church. 

 

Parish News & Notes
Birthdays 

Nov 8 Vance Davidson 
Nov 9 Mary Frances Vinyard 
Nov 10 Terri Sanger 
Nov 13 Ponya Brown, Austin Coburn 
Nov 14 Mira Williams, Molly Gehring 

 
Anniversaries 

Nov 8 Ann & Chad Hallyburton 
Nov 11 Terri & Phil Sanger 

Congratulations, Sloan 
The Mathematisches Forschungsinstitut 

Oberwolfach, an international research 
center situated in the German Black 
Forest, has accepted Dr. Sloan Despeaux's 
proposal "History of Mathematics through 
Collaboration: Toward a Composite 
Portrait of Oswald Veblen" (co-authored with Dr. 
Della Dumbaugh, University of Richmond, and Dr. 
Jemma Lorenat, Pitzer College) for a workshop in 
December 2022. This is a great recognition of their 
outstanding work in the field of History of 
Mathematics!



 

 

Halloween 2020 

Work Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sincere thanks to Doug 

and Boot Hanks, Muff Lyons, 
Steve Steinbrueck, Nan 
Watkins, Jake Jacobson, Gael 
Graham, Judy Robinson, Joan 
Byrd, and George Rector for 
all your hard work! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Braver Angels–Bridging the Political Divide Workshop (via Zoom) 

Saturday, December 5th, 10:00 am.  

Sign up here.  
 
Grace Church in the Mountains is hosting a Braver Angels Skills for Bridging the Divide workshop on 

Saturday, December 5 at 10 AM, facilitated by Tom Daily.  
 
What is a Skills for Bridging the Divide Workshop? 
 
In our current polarized political environment, many people avoid or dread political conversations with 

friends or family members whose politics differ from their own. They worry, rightly so, that any attempts 
at political discussions will devolve into arguments and acrimony, and result in hurt feelings or anger. 

Braver Angels Skills for Bridging the Divide Workshops teach skills for having respectful 
conversations that clarify differences, search for common ground, and affirm the importance of the 
relationship. They also give participants a safe environment to practice those skills. 

Skills for Bridging the Divide workshops are approximately 2 ½ hours long. Read more 

 
Adult Fly-Fishing Camp 

November 9th-13th  
Have you never been fly fishing before? Have you just started but aren’t sure if 

you're doing it right? Seasoned vet looking to learn a few new things? Just want to 
get away and fish?  

We have you ALL covered! Options are also available for non-fishing 
spouses/partners. Register online. https://www.lakelogan.org/event/fly-
fishing-retreat-2/ 

Online Auction 

Help support Lake Logan Conference Center by participating in this special 
auction. Click here to view the auction items including some art from St. 
David's community. 

 
Smoky Mountain High School Annual Band Fruit Sale 

Wherever you are from coast-to-coast, if you order band fruit this year, it will be delivered to your door 
by UPS or FedEx for a $6.95 shipping charge no matter the weight of the item. At checkout you will have 
the opportunity to select which Smoky Mountain band member gets credit for your order. Band members 
associated with St. David’s include Abel Despeaux, Heidi Dinkelmeyer, Barrett Yanik, and Mira Williams. 

Rumor has it that if you order fruit from Abel, your name will go into a hat and whoever’s name is 
drawn will receive a buttery, homemade pound cake that he’ll make with secret ingredients and loving 
appreciation. It doesn’t matter where you live–if you’re local, he’ll deliver it, and if you’re not the 
Despeauxs will ship it. Those girls may want to think of a way to sweeten the pot! Fruit orders can be 
delivered at both Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

https://shop.floridaindianrivergroves.com/ecommerce/526952… 

https://www.diocesewnc.org/post/skills-for-bridging-the-divide-workshop-at-grace-in-the-mountains-waynesville
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/skills-for-bridging-the-divide-tickets-125544516027
https://www.gracewaynesville.com/braver-angles-workshop.html
https://www.lakelogan.org/event/fly-fishing-retreat-2/
https://www.lakelogan.org/event/fly-fishing-retreat-2/
https://www.32auctions.com/organizations/72360/auctions/89469?r=1&t=all
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.floridaindianrivergroves.com%2Fecommerce%2F526952%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1os79WOQn-EIg-iHU7zuKf0d37PNtfUsbBy55Iqdr2jbU_q22BWCyMTNI&h=AT0fU9hIa8skDXD6jm6iUWejjALeOITuij6yZqg_gdY1q2fyvKowGXZMK1ViHB42zNK7rcibFbOV6Mms2rWSj2SfWWDHB0u35bCRFY-hrno6e_G-Ql0sl-Bab5R9exBDZn8LdulJ1co6g0xln210ewiRpI4


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. David’s Links and Contact Information: 

Website: stdavidscullowhee.org 
St. D's Public Facebook Page 
St. D's Private Group Forum 

Church phone # and email: 828-331-1427 
stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com 

Mailing address: PO Box 152, Cullowhee, NC 28723 
Newsletter 

Editor: Maggie Bowles: magbowles@gmail.com 

Correspondent: Judy Robinson judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com  
Proofreaders: Margot Wilcox, Nan Watkins 

Diocese of W. North Carolina 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

Lake Logan Conference Center 

Camp Henry Facebook Page 

http://www.stdavidscullowhee.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StDavidsEpiscopalChurch/?ref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCQx3orbIvdvTH-Nrj8aOWCa5KARj3udLT40CXGF4eHrtkr29WujcXY_F-Jnhod83sX82-0Nc6M7W3e&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/67900876808/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=67900876808&hc_location=group
mailto:stdavidscullowhee@gmail.com
mailto:magbowles@gmail.com
mailto:judyleroyrobinson@gmail.com
http://www.diocesewnc.org/
https://www.lakelogan.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CampHenryWNC/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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